INTRODUCTION.

THE great difficulty that besets even the most modest
compiler of anything like a comprehensive History of Spain,
is the difficulty of concentration of interest. The regions to
be traversed are so immense and so boundless, the byways
are so numerous and so inviting, that it is often hard to know
which is the great central track that must be taken, if the
end is ever to be reached.

The development and decline of the Roman Empire, the
overrunning of Europe by the Northern Barbarians, the
origin of the political power of the Christian Church, the
rise and fall of Mohammedanism in Western Europe, the
discovery and colonisation of America; these are five of the
most interesting and most important of the phases of human
progress during the last two thousand years; and with each
one of these the History of Spain and of the Spaniards is
indissolubly connected.

The origin and language of the Basques, and their identi-
fication with the early Iberians, the wandering civilisation of
the early Celts, the commerce and industry of Tyre and Sidon,
the rise and fall of Carthage, though they are to some extent
outside the History of Spain, assuredly each and all claim
some share of our attention. The lives of Hannibal and of
Scipio, of Pompey and of Caesar, are all largely Spanish; and
each one of them is a study in itself. For hard upon seven
hundred years the fortunes of Spain are so intimately con-
nected with the greatness and the decline of the Roman Re-
public and of the Roman Empire, a subject of the utmost
complexity of interest and of detail, that it is impossible to
avoid being drawn into that most fascinating of labyrinths;
and a hundred yeaxs before the Imperial troops had left the
Province, we are suddenly confronted by a new und strange